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Introduction
The Conservative government has taken the
decision to continue rolling out the cull. This has
now been extended to a further 11 zones, bringing
the total number of kill zones to 54. This will see
almost 170,000 badgers needlessly and mercilessly
slaughtered since 2013, when the culling first
began.
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The cull is not based on science or ecology. It is a
politically driven undertaking to appease those who
want to get rid of badgers because they perceive
them to be pests.
This document sets out the facts about bTB and the
badger cull. It contains guidance and tips on what
you can do to get involved to oppose the cull and
work proactively to get it stopped.

There is a lot of work to be done, and your contribution, no matter how big or small this is, is vital to
help protect one of our country’s most iconic species – the badger; a creature that has populated this
land since before the last ice age. A creature that is vital for helping to maintain our valuable, albeit
declining, habitats and ecosystems. A creature that has an inherent right to exist in its natural
landscape.
In this practical guide you will find template letters that you can write to your MP and editors of your
regional and national media. There are social posts that you can use to share factual information on
your social media channels, and there is guidance about raising awareness of the cull and its impacts
on our wildlife and on the dairy industry.
There will be badger patrols during the cull in the zones where badgers are destined to be
slaughtered this year. We need as many people as possible out there on patrol, working with local
groups who will co-ordinate this activity. You will not be asked to do anything illegal, nor will you be
asked to do anything dangerous. We simply want people to be present in the cull zones walking the
public footpaths and making their presence felt. You are entitled to join peaceful protests, and this is
what we encourage you to do.
We need people to keep an eye on their local setts and report badger activity back to us. This is
useful even outside the cull zones and can be very rewarding.
Whatever you can do to take part, it will all help. No action is too small. Collectively, small actions
amount to big movements.
Please share this document with as many people as possible and ask them to share it too.
Thank you for supporting badgers and for supporting our country’s wildlife from those who want to
willfully and maliciously kill our wild species for their own gain or to satisfy their own agenda.

Be proud of making a stand.

Facts about bTB and the cull
Bovine tuberculosis or bovine TB (bTB) is a highly
contagious and deadly disease caused by the
bacteria Mycobacterium bovis (M. bovis). The
disease forms in the lymph nodes of affected
animals and causes symptoms such as coughing,
fever, weight loss, diarrhoea, and eventually death.
While highly contagious, the slow rate of onset
means the disease can go unnoticed for months
and even years while it spreads rapidly to other
members of the herd.
Cattle are the true hosts of bovine TB and the
primary transmission method of the disease in the
UK is cattle to cattle transmission. However, the
disease has been reported in both domestic and
non-domestic animals including: moles, hares,
otters, goats, sheep, horses, pigs, boar, deer, dogs,
cats, foxes, mink, badgers, ferrets, rats, primates,
llamas, squirrels and more.

Cattle to cattle disease – it’s bovine
TB not meles meles (badger) TB
• Bovine TB is a cattle disease. The main

transmission route is via cattle to cattle contact.
This is largely due to intensive farming practices
where herds are housed in close quarters during
winter months. As a result of intensive farming
practices, the immune systems of the cattle are
severely compromised, due to the stress of their
environment. In dairy herds this is compounded
for cows that have to produce young relentlessly.
All this leaves stressed cattle susceptible to bTB
and other diseases.
• The skin test by DEFRA’s own admission is

inadequate and effective in detecting only up to
60% of infected animals in a herd. This leaves a
significant number of cattle passed as bTB-free
which then go on to infect other cows in the
future in their own herd or on other farms as the
movement of cattle is not restricted.

• There are millions of cattle moved every

year in the UK. Undetected infected cattle
are being moved between farms,
introducing the disease to new areas, as in
Cumbria, where there were previously no
outbreaks. Ask your MP and the
government why they are not doing more
to implement Risk Based Trading.
(Introducing new animals to a herd can be a
potential disease risk. By asking for information
about the disease history of an animal before it is
bought will enable a better assessment of that level
of risk, and a better understanding of how to
manage it. This is known as Risk Based Trading).

• Vaccinating cattle would be the most

sensible route. This has not been
implemented because the current skin
testing regime is not sensitive enough to
satisfy European requirements, meaning
we cannot currently export vaccinated
cattle to Europe. Ask your MP why the
government is spending millions on
killing badgers and not investing in cattle
vaccinations which would be a far better
solution.

Why is there not more focus on biosecurity?
Untreated slurry and manure from infected farms is still being spread on fields up and down the
country. The Mycobacterium bovis (M. bovis) can live in soil for around 14 days in summer and three
months in winter and it remains virulent during that time. This means that the bacteria can be
passed out into wildlife reservoirs and where cows are put out to pasture, it can continue to infect
the herd.

Slurry and muck
spreading is a
common sight.
What is DEFRA
doing to ensure
that the risk of
spreading bTB is
greatly reduced?

There are farms that have strong biosecurity measures in place. The government, Natural England and the
NFU need to encourage farmers to do more. There needs to be harsher sanctions in place for those farms
that have lax biosecurity.

What is good biosecurity?
•

Restricting access to the farm to only those people and vehicles who need to be there.
Restricting contact with livestock.

•

Maintaining good hygiene at all times to reduce spreading bacteria and other germs.

•

Maintaining fencing and putting barriers in place to stop wildlife getting into cattle sheds.

•

Raising feed and water troughs off the ground.

•

Reporting any illnesses in cattle immediately.

•

Participating in Risk Based Trading schemes to ensure movement of infected cattle is
reduced.

Other routes of transmission being overlooked
During the hunting season, there are packs of up to 40 hounds together with riders on horseback and
quad bikes frequenting farms several times a week. They have free access to both pastureland and
often meet in and around the entrance way to cattle sheds.
The practice of feeding hounds with fallen (dead) livestock still goes on. The Kimblewick Hunt had to
euthanise 96 fox hounds that contracted bTB as a result of eating fallen livestock.

Packs of hounds with
riders and quad bikes
move freely from farm
to farm several times a
week. Why is the
government not
treating this as a major
biosecurity risk?

The stock response when questioned about hunting with hounds and bTB is that dogs are a spillover
host and therefore not of concern. This misses the point completely. The dogs, riders and quad bikes
are compromising biosecurity by being on farms with outbreaks of bTB and other diseases and they
are then moving from farm to farm. If the government was serious about eradicating this disease,
this major breach of biosecurity should be stopped immediately. It is a risk that no-one in
government is looking at or taking seriously.
As well as potentially spreading the disease from farm to farm on the paws, hooves, boots and
wheels, they are also potentially spreading diseases into wildlife reservoirs. This is another area of
concern when considering hunting with hounds and biosecurity. Not only are they putting cattle at
increased risk but also any wild mammal exposed to the TB bacteria.

Urge your MP to address this lack of
biosecurity on farms and ask them to press
parliament for investigation into hunting with
hounds and the potential risk.

The welfare of badgers – no oversight
An Independent Expert Panel appointed by DEFRA assessed the culls as “ineffective and inhumane”
and shortly after reporting on the ineffectiveness of controlled shooting, the IEP was dissolved.
Currently the badger cull has no independent scientific oversight with the government undermining
expert advice and scientific research. The science has been grossly misinterpreted by groups in
favour of the badger cull while independent experts go unheard. It is very important to distinguish
between independent reports, and reports that have been conducted by organisations in order to
further their cause giving leeway for bias and misinterpretation of data.
Not only is free shooting a cruel way for
badgers to die, the majority killed are also
very likely to be disease free and healthy
badgers.
A national DEFRA-backed Road Kill Survey in
2017 reflected the findings of the
Randomised Badger Cull Trial which showed
that the prevalence of bTB in badgers is
statistically low. In some areas scientifically
surveyed, such as Warwickshire for
example, there were relatively few cases of
disease found in badgers - and none of
these were at an infectious stage. In a
couple of instances the strain of TB present
was eventually found to be that which
occurs in voles as opposed to bovine TB".

Free shooting has been proven to be inhumane
and cruel. Many badgers shot have taken in
excess of five minutes to die. In one instance, it
was recorded that one unfortunate badger was
shot five times at distance and took over
twenty minutes to die.

•

In a number of key areas, vaccination
programmes have also been successfully
taking place. This means that in addition to
the government killing healthy badgers a
number of vaccinated badgers likely to be
carrying an immunity to the disease will be
slaughtered unnecessarily.

Why are the culls not being monitored by an independent expert panel?
This is not due to cost as the government is spending tens of millions of pounds killing badgers.

•

Why are there no badger carcases being tested for the presence of bTB?
If the government tested even a small percentage of the carcases we would be able to look at
the evidence and evaluate whether or not bTB is indeed prevalent in badgers. This leads to the
next obvious question of why the government doesn’t want the public to know how many
disease-free badgers they are killing.

Writing to your MP
It is political policy driving the badger cull. It is political will that is needed
to stop it. Campaigning and lobbying influences political will, so please get
writing and make your voice heard.
We need to make every single MP in the country aware that badger culling will no longer be
tolerated which means we need as many people as possible to write personal letters of appeal.
The template letter outlined below pulls together many of the salient points as to why the cull
should be halted immediately.
This example letter is a long version. Please edit this and add in your own personal observations,
thoughts and feelings about the cull.
Remind your MP that he or she is there to serve their constituents and as a constituent this is
something you feel strongly about. MPs care about votes and if enough people write in expressing
that protecting our wildlife is a key issue for them, it can influence their own voting on these issues
in the future.
Please do not be abusive. Keep your letters polite, to the point and include the facts.
The letter is aimed at Conservative MPs as it is this government that is responsible for the cull.
They have continued to press ahead with the cull despite widespread opposition to it and in the
face of all the scientific evidence that clearly demonstrates that badgers are not the problem. This
is a cattle disease.

If your MP is from another political party, please still write to them and encourage them to have a
stronger voice in the media and in parliament about the cull. You are likely to find that you will get
a more positive response from MPs who are from Labour, Lib Dems or Green Party. Please share
any responses you get with your local badger groups and the Badger Trust.

You will find your local MP by visiting:
https://members.parliament.uk/region/County/Warwickshire

Template letter to MPs
Dear (name of MP here)
I am writing to you about a subject which your party refers to as a "cull" of badgers. This is a
convenient but grossly misleading description, for this is and always has been a non-selective
slaughter of badgers young and old. Perhaps more importantly, it is mostly healthy TB-free badgers
being killed that play no part whatsoever in the alleged transmission of TB to cattle.
That cull has now grown to monstrous proportions and is ever expanding despite statements issued
at the government’s behest in March 2020 pledging that the slaughter would be phased out in
favour of vaccination. Well "phasing out" clearly will occur but that will be because there will be
few badgers left to kill. Indeed, if the so-called paid "marksmen" do their work as many as 60,000
badgers could be wiped out this year in a Government-backed initiative which in the past you have
supported. Do you still do so and if you do could you please explain why?
This onslaught has been condemned as cruel and inhumane by many leading veterinarians and
prominent wildlife conservationists. It is also clear that this onslaught on a hitherto protected iconic
species has failed and continues to fail. Claims by Defra and successive farming ministers,
apparently now with the support of yet another Environment Secretary, (George Eustice), that the
culls are succeeding are highly misleading. Many, and I am among them, see those claims as lies.
There is as yet no reliable science-based evidence that killing thousands of badgers, has worked or
is working. On the contrary bTB in major cull areas appears to be increasing.
One of Defra's favourite comments is that "we must use every tool in the box" to control this
disease which has caused so much misery to farmers. I accept absolutely that bTB is a major
problem. But every "tool in the box"? That claim is clearly rubbish. If Defra really was doing that it
would:
1.

have long since dropped the pretence that using the skin test determines whether a herd is
free of TB. By Defra's own admission that test misses up to 40-45 per cent of the animals
tested. It leaves diseased cattle in the tested herd and they remain and infect others. It is
patently obvious to everyone that cattle-to-cattle infection remains the major cause of TB
spread and it is this that needs to be addressed, using different so-called tools in the box that
get to the root of the problem. Defra, and by association, you and your cull-supporting
colleagues, have played a major role in the continuing spread of this highly infectious
respiratory disease by ignoring for decades the well-known weaknesses of the skin test.

2.

enforce biosecurity instead of merely issuing recommendations. Repeatedly Defra has said
that biosecurity is important, but does nothing to enforce it. Farmers who ignore it, and many
do, still get full compensation. Meanwhile to the satisfaction of the farming unions and other
groups with a vested interest in eradicating a protected species, thousands of healthy
disease-free badgers are hunted down and suffer agonising and inhumane deaths - in some
instances taking as many as five shots and twenty minutes to die.

3. take drastic and appropriate measures to stop thousands of tons of untreated slurry and
manure from infected herds to be spread onto farmland. Defra and farmers would have us
believe that badger urine and faeces play a role in TB transmission so they back the wholesale
destruction of badgers whose latrines are commonly in hedgerows and woods and other out of
the way places. Yet perversely Defra allows muck spreading from infected herds to continue
unabated and perhaps more alarmingly with no attention being paid to this whatsoever! Does
that make sense? Every "tool in the box"? What nonsense!
4. impose "risk trading" on all cattle sales. Defra acknowledges all the inherent dangers of
allowing farmers to buy in cattle from farms with a worryingly poor history of bTB outbreaks
yet merely suggests that they check where cattle are coming from. Another "tool in the box"
that's ignored. Why? Risk trading should surely be obligatory.
5. investigate other more likely sources of bTB transmission. If Defra really was clamping down
on bTB transmission it would surely take a long hard look at the role foxhunting plays? Packs of
hounds along with riders on horseback and supporters on quad bikes frequently come into
contact with cattle on farms, even getting close in cattle sheds. They ride en masse across
farmland potentially covered in infected slurry and manure and they move from farm to farm.
When foot and mouth hit UK farms the biosecurity was extremely tight. No one was allowed on
to farmland without good reason and those that were had to disinfect everything that came
into contact with the ground. This included boots, shoes, and tyres on vehicles. Why is this not
the case with bTB on infected farms? Why are hunts allowed anywhere near farms when the
spread of biological material from these farms is clearly a potential route for transmission? It
doesn’t make sense, and it’s certainly demonstrates that Defra is not using every tool in the box
as it claims to be doing.
The Labour Party has again said it will stop this slaughter. Huge numbers of caring wildlife and
environmental members of the public are opposed to this horrific attack on badgers. It is cruel,
costly and ineffective.
The claim that "every tool in the box" is being used is clearly indefensible. As one of your
constituents, I expect a proper and fulsome response to this letter. I have taken the time to write to
you personally so I would prefer not to receive a stock reply. I urge you to consider all the points I’ve
raised and do me the courtesy of an appropriate response from you.
Yours sincerely
(Your name)

Use the points in this template later and some of the facts given earlier
in this document to personalise your own letter.
You are likely to receive a stock response back from your MP quoting the
government’s party line. The answers can be easily refuted. Please continue to
respond to your MP providing them with the facts about the cull and continue to
challenge them on their policies with regard to the culling of badgers. Their policy
is not backed by the science, nor are their methods “world-leading” as they are
currently claiming. They fully intend to continue full scale culling “until the end of
the decade”. This needs to be fully challenged. It will lead to the extirpation, or
local extinction, of badgers very soon.

Write to your local media
Writing to both your regional and national media
is an important part of the campaign to try and
stop the cull. Letters to the Editor help to raise
awareness of the various issues.
•

Keep your letter short and to the point.

• Focus on one key issue at a time. Use the Facts in
this document to help you with this.
• Address your letter to the right person by name
– you will find the list of editors and journalists
below.
• Encourage family and friends to write their own
personal letters to the editors.
It is easy to find the editors and journalists of your local media by doing a Google search. Keep these
contact details to hand so you can pass them to family and friends and keep them for future
reference. This is an ongoing campaign and we need to keep raising awareness of the government
policy to needlessly kill our badgers.

Village pages and forums
These days local media will include your village forums, groups and pages on Facebook.
These are great forums both for getting support from those who are also opposed to the cull as well
as educating those who sadly believe the propaganda continually put out by the government and
other vested interest groups designed to demonise badgers and turn people against them.
In engaging with village groups on Facebook, be prepared to spend as much time countering
negative comments as you will posting about the cull. This means that if you engage in conversations
about the cull you will come across the trolls. Don’t be put off or daunted by this. You have the facts,
and there is no disputing that the cull is a cruel and inhumane slaughter of one of most treasured
wild species. We simply cannot stand by and allow this to continue to happen for the next ten years.
Any threatening behaviour on social channels should be reported to the police immediately who will
deal with this.
In all your own posts on social media remember to stick to the facts, do not let any arguments
become personal, do not slander other people, do not share the personal information of other
people.
When you stick to the facts and you are polite but informative, you have the moral high ground
and our arguments are being won.

Local Media Contacts
There a number of local newspapers throughout
Warwickshire. These tend to be grouped by media
companies which often have several publications in
their portfolio covering different towns or
boroughs. For example, Bullivant Media publishes
the Observer for the main towns in Warwickshire.
The media contacts below comprise of both editors
and journalists. Most are sympathetic to wildlife
issues but do also be aware that as journalists they
have to present a “balanced view”. They will
therefore often ask for opinions from farmers, the
NFU and other parties with vested interests in
killing badgers.

Coventry, Leamington, Rugby
and Stratford Observer

Cat Thompson

catherine.thompson@bullivantmedia.com

Coventry Telegraph

Graeme Brown

graeme.brown@reachplc.com

Leamington Courier

Phil Hibble

philip.hibble@jpress.co.uk

Leamington Courier
and Rugby Advertiser

Matt Elofson

matt.elofson@jpress.co.uk

Rugby Advertiser

James Bryce

james.bryce@jpress.co.uk

Rugby Advertiser

Graham Tebbutt

graham.tebbutt@jpress.co.uk

Rugby Advertiser

Alex Green

alex.green@jpress.co.uk

Stratford Herald

Richard Howarth

rhowarth@stratford-herald.com

Stratford Herald

Ben Lugg

blugg@stratford-herald.com

Get patrolling

Badger patrols comprise of small groups of two or more people who will take
it in turns for the duration of the culling activity to walk public footpaths in
the cull zones.

What will this achieve?
Shooters are not allowed to carry out their grisly business if members of the public are in the area.
Bizarrely, it is illegal for you to disrupt a legal activity which sadly the cull is. However, we are not
asking you to disrupt the cull. Badgers that are targeted via free shooting are more likely to be
injured and maimed rather than killed outright. This is inhumane and early studies clearly proved this
to be the case. For some reason, the Government has decided not to monitor the activities of the
shooters and whether or not they are complying with the terms of their licence. It is up to
conservationists and members of the public to do their job for them. Your help is therefore needed
to patrol the area to check for injured badgers so that we can take any appropriate action to rescue
any injured badgers. Here in Warwickshire, we have arrangements with a number of vets in the area
to euthanise badgers should they be beyond recovery. (Please note this applies to badgers injured on
the roads as well as from the cruel and inhumane cull shooting).
For the safety of everyone concerned, we are asking you to make your presence known in any areas
where shooting activity is taking place or is about to take place. Wounded badger patrollers will be
highly visible and their presence will be made known for health and safety purposes. You will be
provided with hi-vis clothing and whistles for this purpose.

Reporting illegal activity
The Government has done an effective job of demonising badgers. This has led to much higher levels
of persecution with badgers being targeted by baiters.
If you see any activity that you feel is suspicious where you think a wildlife crime is occurring, you
should report this to the police immediately. If the suspicious activity is taking place, ring 999 and
give the police as much information as you can about what you have witnessed. Keep your distance
and leave the area if you need to protect your own safety first and foremost. If you come across
activity that has already taken place, call 101 and report all the details. Remember to get an incident
number from the police and keep a record of it.

Will I be safe in the cull zone?
Firstly, we are not asking you to do anything dangerous or illegal. You will either be patrolling using
public footpaths that you have every right to be on as members of the public. Or in some instances
all that will required is to sit in a car parked in or near gateways or layby areas near to where people
access access footpaths or entrances to fields where setts are and making observations which you
will then report back. Two or more people should always be present in the car in such instances
(observing Covid-19 safety measures if you are with others who are not members of your family or
bubble).
We will encourage you to patrol with at least one other person so that there is safety in numbers.
You need to make your presence known at all times.

What training will I receive?
Your local badger group will be involved in organising training sessions on what to do while the cull is
taking place.
For those of you who have not taken part in wounded badger patrols, it may seem daunting at first
to get involved, but rest assured you will be with experienced people from all walks of life who want
to make a difference and stop this horrendous cull and protect our country's badgers. As well as
patrollers, we also need people to liaise with others out in the field and with the police. If you are
unable to be out in the field, you can still play a valuable role. There is a lot of work to be done and a
role for everyone.
You will find that everyone who gets involved is friendly and welcoming. We are all working for a
common cause and you will be part of an amazing team of people.
You will be provided with all the information you need to stay safe whilst out on patrols.

Get social – care and share
One of the most powerful ways of raising awareness about the badger cull is to be active on social
media platforms.
There is a lot of misinformation and propaganda being shared from groups with vested interests in
killing badgers. These groups perceive badgers as a pest or a nuisance. They want to be rid of them
and they see the badger cull as a vehicle for doing this. We need to counter the myths and
misconceptions which are leading to the badger being demonised, hated and misunderstood.
You can help by sharing the facts about badgers, by raising awareness of the badger cull and how
government policy is not driven by science or ecology but by politics and the vested interests of
groups that do not want a protected species on “their” land.

Some social channels to follow to get
you started:
Warwickshire Badger Group
Facebook: WarwickshireBadgerGroup
Twitter: @WarkBadgerGroup

Badger Trust
Facebook: BadgerTrustUK
Twitter: @BadgerTrust

TB Free England
Facebook: TbFreeEngland/
Twitter: @TBFree_England

The Badger Crowd
Twitter: @BadgerCrowd

Rosie Woodroffe
Twitter: @RosieWoodroffe

Brian May
Twitter: @DrBrianMay

• Create your own posts and
share on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.
• Follow badger conservation
organisations and groups and
share their posts and tweets.
• Follow those who are antibadger so you can help to
counter the misinformation.
(This is not for the faint
hearted as there are lots of
“trolls” out there who are
nasty in their responses so be
selective.)
• Share positive articles on
social from reputable
publications.

Brian May’s Save Me
Twitter: @AnneatSaveMe

Find other local badger groups on Facebook and Twitter.
Badger groups are too numerous to list here, but they are easy to find on social channels.
Search for your local group and share their posts and tweets.

About Warwickshire Badger Group
We work in close co-operation with the local police, RSPCA,
and wildlife trusts. This Group is affiliated to the Badger
Trust.

Get involved
•

Become a member of Warwickshire
Badger Group.

•

Join in legal protests and campaign
marches.

To prevent cruelty to, and persecution of, badgers and
protect their setts from illegal damage or destruction. We
help to rescue and rehabilitate sick, injured and orphaned
badgers.

•

Donate to wildlife organisations.

•

Write letters to your MP, especially
about the Badger Cull.

We advise and inform the public about badgers and try to
help resolve any local badger related problems.

•

Help us to record and monitor setts—
we can provide training for this.

We also have an accredited vaccinator—licensed to trap
and vaccinate badgers against bTB as part of the Badger
Vaccine Development Programme. The Group also gives
talks and presentations to other organisations, schools and
colleges.

•

Volunteer and support us at events.

•

Report road casualties to us.

•

Report wildlife crime to us as well as to
the police.

•

Help us with our social media and
promotion—share our tweets and
posts and send us news.

Our Aims are:

What membership includes:
•
•
•

Quarterly Newsletter
Quarterly Open Meetings
Training programmes and activities

Membership fees are £8.00 per annum.

Web:
Email:
Twitter:
Facebook:

www.warwickshirebadgergroup.co.uk
chair@warwickshirebadgergroup.co.uk
@WarkBadgerGroup
WarwickshireBadgerGroup

